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Factors affecting the number of days to first postpartum ovulation of cow

Tatsuya Nishikawa, Haruji Nimura

Production Medicine Supporting Center,Okayama P.F. A M.A.A.
(1000-1 Fukuwatari, Takebe-cho, Kita-ku, Okayama-shi, Okayama 709-3111)

SUMMARY

Factors affecting the number of days to the first postpartum ovulation were evaluated in two cow

farms that differ in reproductive performance. The number of days to the first postpartum ovulation,

reproductive performance, blood biochemical findings at 30 days prepartum and 10 days postpartum,

as well as feeding management status during the non-lactating period were compared. Farm A,

which had a higher rate of first ovulation within 30 days postpartum, showed favorable reproductive

performance. By contrast, in farm B, which had a lower first ovulation rate, the insufficient intake of

dry matter caused a negative energy balance in cows during the non-lactating period, and nutrition

intake was also lower after delivery. These findings suggested that dry matter intake, energy intake,

and sufficient metabolizable protein in cows during the non-lactating period affect the number of days

to first postpartum ovulation and reproductive performance thereafter.
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